
Prof (Retd, JU)
Verinder Singh Manhas

With Independence In 1947 India Inher-
ited An Ethno_Religio_Linguistic Prob-
lem From Its Masters The British, Who
Had Themselves Inherited An Ethno_Reli-
gio_Political Legacy, Known As The Glori-
oys / Bloodless Revolution In 1688, Which
Made England, Scotland, Wales And
Northern Ireland As One Country The
United Kingdom, Purely Protestants, Dif-
ferent From Roman Catholics, Following
The Pope Of Rome. The Glorious Revolu-
tion Of 1688 Also Brought About An End
To The Total Monarchical System By
Bringing Complete Democracy With A
Two-Party System Of Whigs And Tories,
Making Sir Robert Walpole As The First
Prime Minister Of The United Kingdom,
Through Elections By Both Parties. The
Monarchical System Also Changed, Bring-
ing William Of Orange And Anne, The Only
In Bloodline Working In Holland, Brought
To The United Kingdom As Puppets In The
Hands Of The Prime Minister Of U.K.
Bringing A Monarchical Government But
With A Powerful Legislature Going On
Even Today. This Was The Unanimity Of
The British In The Indian Context, The
Case Was Different. The Legacy Left By
The British In 1947, British India Had 562
Princely States Ruled By Different Kings,
Nawabs, Wazirs And Rajas. Before Going
Into The Main Genesis And Dispute Of
Kashmir, It Is Important To Know The His-
toriography Of Kashmir

The Geographical Situation And Loca-
tion Of Jammu Kashmir And Ladakh Was
Demarcated In 1867 By An Indian Map Cu-
rator Sarabjeet Singh In Terms Of Treaty
Of Amritsar Between The British And
Sikhs, By Which A Fully Demarcated
Jammu And Kashmir Was Left To General
Gulab Singh In Maharaja Ranjit Singh's
Arm. It Included Northern Parts Of
Wakhan Corridor (Pan Handle Of
Afghanistan), Gilgit, Baltistan And Full
Ladakh As Conquered By Gen. Zorawar
Singh, A Chieftain In Maharaja Ranjit
Singh's Army As Well As Poonch , Mirpur,
Wazurabad And Hills Adjoining Neelam
And Kishan Ganga Rivers. Ancient Leg-
ends Of Vedas And Puranic Times Reveal
That The Entire Kashmir Was A  Watery
Lake Draining Into Sindh River ( Indus Or
Hydasspus ) Flowing Through The Kishen-
ganga And Neelam Rivers. Legends Also
Beleive That Rishi Kashyap, A Staunch
Follower Of God Shiva Drained Kashmir
And In His Name Kashyapamir Emerged
In 5000 Yrs B.C.

King Cyrus The Great Of Achemanid Dy-
nasty Of Greeko_ Turkish Origin Spotted
Kashmir In 567 B.C (As Records Reveal In
Greek Writings Of Strabo And Aristotle,
Which Encouraged Alexander The Great
Of Macedonia Came To Conquer The Asian
Sub Continent, Perticularly India In 326
B.C As Records Magasthenese In  ' Indica '
In The Modern Period, The Jammu And
Kashmir State Stretched Over 2,22,236 Sq.
Kms Out Of Only 55 % Was Left With In-
dia At The Time Of Partitio On 15 August
1947 The Remaining 45 % Was Divided
Into JKAK (Jammu Kashmir Azad Kash-
mir ) 30 %  And 15 %  Of Gilgit Baltistan
Gifted To China By Pakistan.

At The Time Of Partition, India Had 38 %
Of Muslim Population While Pakistan Had
62 % Of Muslim Population. Mohammad
Ale Jinnah, The Founder And Leader/
President Of National Muslim League/
Conference In 1946 Formulated The Two
Nation Theory At The General Assrmbly At
Lahore, Rawalpindi, And Karachi. A Mem-
orandum To This Effect Was Submitted To
Mountbatten, The Last  British Viceroy To
India. M.A. Jinnah Was Born And Brought
Up In  Gondal A Small Princely State In Ju-
nagadh, Wo Along With Hisk Family
Migerated To Karachi

The Situation Was Reverse In Junagadh
Than Kashmir. The Hindus Formed 80 %
While Muslims Comprised With Only 20
% Of Population In Entire  Junagadh.  After

The Second World War And Establishment
Of The United Nations,  The Bditish Had
Decidsd To Leave Indian Sub Continent,
Whedeby An Interim Govednment  Passed
The Indian Independencs Act In July 1947,
By Which The 562 Princely States In India
Were Asked Either To Be Independent, Or
Accede To India Or Pakistan.

The Princely State Of Junagadh Ruled
By Sultan  Mohabbat Rasool Khan Assisted
By Diwan  Shah Nawaz Bhutto, Decided To
Accede To Pakistan. A Plebicite Was Held
On The Instructions Of The United Na-
tions. This Plebicite Held In September
1947 Made Junagadh To Accede To India
On 10 Sept. 1947

The Next Masterstroke Of M.A. Jinnah, (
Ulyimately Misfired  ) Was That Of Hyder-
abad. This Princely State, At The Fag End Of
Mughals Was Established In 1724 By Mir
Qamar Ud Din Khan Siddiqi, Also Termed
As Nizam Ul Mulk Asaf Jan. At The Time
Of Partition, This Princely State Of Hyder-
abad Was Ruled By  Nizam Usman Ali
Khan, The Richest Sultan In The World,
Having His Own Currency, And An Em-
bessy In Delhi. Fond Of Horses, He Had
Eight Polo Grounds And Entitled Him To
Be A  ' Polo Man '. His Kingdom Was Run By
A Diwan Qasim Rizwi Who Had His Own
Faithful And Trustworthy Razaaks Or Sol-
diers O  R Mansabdars Left By The
Mughals .  With The Indian Independence
Act Of July 1947,  Sultan Usman Ali Khan
Was Asked To Be With India, Or Pakistan
Or Remain Independent. He Opted To Re-
main Independent With The Support Of
Jinnah In Proxy  The Razaaks Under
Qasim Rizvi  Forming The  Majlis E Ifte-
had Ul Musalmin An Independence Claim-
ing Organisation Led By Qasim Rizvi,
Revoulted Against The British Who
Despatched Maj. Gen. J.N. Chaudhary To
Quell The Revolt Termed As The Operation
Polo In 15 Sept. 1948 By Which  Usman Ali
Khan Fled To Australia By Which Hyder-
abad Was Annexed To India And Signed
The Instrument Of Accession By Which
Hyderabad Became A Part Of India In 1950

The Third Princely State Of Kashmir,
Ruled By Maharaja Hari Singh, A Descen-
dant Of The First Dogra Ruler, Gulab
Singh, Abstained From Joining India Or
Pakistan And Claimed To Be Independent,
Having His Own Kingdom/ Country Of
Kashmir With  89 % Muslims And 20 %
Hindus.

Kashmir, Lies At The Confluence Of Is-
lamic, Buddhist And Hindu Ethno_Reli-
gio_Linguistic Cultures. It Also Stands At
The Pivot Of Faults Of These Three Civilisa-
tions. It Is Also The Meeting Point Of The
Panhandle Of Afghanistan, The Crown
Jewel Of India And A  Meeting Point Of
The Ancient Silk Road Where Nomadic
Warfare Has Always Persisted.

The Kashmir Dispute Opened Quietly In
1947_48 With Pakistan  Occupying A
Strategic Region Of Gilgit / Baltistan With
The Support Of Nooristanis, Afridis And
Badakshas Coming From The Panhandle
Of Afghanistan. They Also Occupied North
Western Parts Of Kashmir Having
Mt.Peaks Like  Godwin Austin And  K2 Of
Central Himalayas.

The Central Theme Of Kashmir Dispute,
Lies In Boundary Making, Both With Pak-
istan And China, Making It An Area Of Geo
Politics And Political Geography. The In-

dian Independence Act Of July 1947
Passed By An Interim Government Of In-
dia, Headed By An Interim Prime Minister
Pt. Jawaharlal Nehru ( An Interim Govern-
ment Comprising Of Jawaharlal Nehru ,
His Sister Smt. Vijay Laxmi Pandit ( India's
Permanent Representative To United Na-
tions, Established In 1945 ) Sh. T.N. Kaul
( India's First Ambassador To U.S.A )  Sar-
dar Vallab Bhai Patel ( India's First Interim
Home Minister ) And Sh. V.P. Memon ( In-
dia's First Home Secretary ) Who Were Gi-
nen The Task Of Uniting The Then 562
Princely States. All The 561 Princely States
United To Make India A Republic , Except
Jammu And Kashmir, Which Had Some
Conditions To Be Satisfied Between The
Interim Indian Government And Maharaja
Hari Singh , The Last Dogra Ruler Of
Jammu And Kashmir. The Accession Of
Jammu And Kashmir With  India Or A De-
cision Making Either With Pakistan Or Re-
main Independent , Made The Kashmir Is-
sue An Issue Of Dispute.

The Kashmir Dispute Can Be Attributed
To _ 1. The Delay In Accession Of Kashmir
With India. 2 _The Interim  Indian Gov-
ernment With An Interim Prime Minister.

Above All, The Real Cause Of Kashmir
Dispute Is The Issue Owf Boundary Both
With Pakistan And China. Out Of The Total
Area Of Jammu And Kashmir As Demar-
cated By The Survey Of India Established In
1867 Which Covered A Total Area Of 2, 22,
236 Sq. Kms, Out Of Which India Posessed
Only 55 %, Pakistan And China Posessed
35 And 15 % Each

The Quest Of Boundary With Pakistan
Is Full Of Controversies. The  Boyndary
With Pakistan Was To Be Drawn Over
Marsy Land ( Rann Of Kutch ), Sandy Land
( The Thar Desert ) The Plain Land ( Punjab
) And The Mountains ( The Shiwaliks And
The Middle/ Central Himalayas, The
Karakoram )

The Task Of Boundary Demarcating
Should Have Been Done By A Trained, Car-
tographer And Boundary Maker , Instead
This Task Was Given To A Bareister Of
England By The Then Governor General Of
India Lord  Louis Francis  Albert Victor
Nicholas Mountbatten. The Barrister Was
Supposed To Come To India In May 1947
To Have Consultations With Rajas, Sultans
And Nawabs Of 562 Princely States Of India
, But He Arrived And Startad His Task Of
Boundary Making Under Geographic Di-
mensions On 20 July 1947 And Demar-
cated The Boundary Line Between India
And Pakistan Without Any Geographic
Principles Of Boundary Making In
Marshes, Deserts, Fertile Plains And Lofty
Mountains. This Brought About A Lot Of
Discontent Resulting To Ethno Religio Mi-
grations Increasing The Dispute

The Indo_Pak Boundary Thus Demar-
cated By Cyrus Redcliff In August 1947
Seperated The Two Countries_ India And
Pakistan Fulfilling The Demand Of Mohd.
Ali Jinnah ( The Two Nation Theory )  Giv-
ing The Marshy Rann Of Kutch, The Desert
Of Thar, The Infertile Doaba Of Punjab
And The Lofty Himalayas To India As Well
As West Bengal To India.

The Northern Most Parts Of Kashmir (
Present Day Azad Kashmir And Pakistan
Occupied Kashmir Was Already With Pak-
istan Before Partition, Occupied By Nooris-
tanis, Afridis And Badakshanis Of

Wakhan, So The Intent Of Pakistan Was
Only To Capture The Vale Of Kashmir
Mostly Drained By Jhelum And Its Tribu-
tary The Kishanganga Passing Through
Kupwara, Baramulla, Badgam And Sopore.
This Was The Mindset Of Pakistan In The
Kashmir Dispute

The Water System Of Indus ( The Hy-
dasspus ) Was The Next Issue  In The Kash-
mir Problem. The Indus ( Mother Of The
System ) Originating From Kailash
Mansarowar In Central Asia Has A Com-
plete Set Of Five Downstream Rivers All
Cutting Through The Himalayas, Inspite
Of Clash In Tectonic Plates ( Lauratia And
Gondwanaland  ) In The Precamvrian Age
Geologically

The General Population In 1947 Was
Only 40 % Of What It Is Today In Both
Countries. Dispute Between The Two
Started With Large Scale Voilance In West
Punjab ( Low Stream Region ) And  J & K (
The Upstream Region ) As Such The Indus
Waters Treaty Was Signed In 1960 In New
Delhi Under Ibrd ( International Bank For
Reconstruction And Development ) By
Which India Agreed To Give 20 M. Cusecs
Of Water Every Yesr From The Indus Sys-
tem And Could Utilise The Above Cusecs
Of Water For Its Own ( The India )
Through Today India Is Utilising Water By
Dams Like Salal, Dul Hasti, Shalimar, Pong
And Bhakra Nangal. The Ibdi, India, And
Pak Teams Regularly Visit These Sites

The Situation In Jammu And Kashmir
Was Extremely Tense At The Time Of Par-
tition. The Delay In Acceedibg To India By
Maharaja Hari Singh Of Kashmir Was The
Root Cause Of The Kashmir Problem. This
Delay in Accession Was Caused by The
Dilema In the Mind Of Maharaja. It Took
for A Month and A Half For Accession Of
Kashmir With India. This Brought About
Incursion After Incursion By Afridis, Pash-
toons And Rebels Assisted By Pakistan
Army To Wrest More And More Area From
Indian Kashmir, Which Was The Main
Cause Of Dilema In The Mind Of Ma-
haraja. The Time Of Independence 15 Au-
gust 1947 To Accession Of Kashmir With
India On 26 Oct. 1947 Added Lot Many
Factors To The Kashmir Problem.H Under
This  Time Span, The Invaders Reached
Upto Baramulla Where They Were
Stopped By The Ibdian Army Under Maj.
Som Nath Sharma In The Battle Of
Badgam Who Was Awarded The First
Param Vir Chakra In History Of Indian
Army.

It Was At This Stage That M.A. Jinnah
Forced The Invaders To Press Over India
To Internationalise Kashmir And Go To
The United Nations, Where The Security
Council Asked India For A Plabecite In
Kashmir And Have A Cease Fire. The
Plavecite Could Not Be Completed,
Whereby Maharaja Signedvthe Instrument
of Accession with India. Meanwhile the In-
vaders Had Crossed Even the Ceasefire
Line and By A Standstill Agreement, A Line
of Cotrol (Loc) Came into Existence Which
Continues Till Date. By the Instrument of
Accession, Kashmir Acceeded To India.
The Muslim Conference Under Sheikh Ab-
dullah Came to Power with Its Own Leg-
islative Assrmbly And a Seperate Flag of
Kashmir

The Accession of Jammu And Kashmir
With India Was Instigated Primarily at The
Behest of Sheikh Abdullah Who Impressed
Upon Jawahar Lal Nehru, The Interim
Prime Minister to Bring Artcle 370 Into J &
K Through the Legislative Council, The
Constituent Assembly, Thereby Having a
Seperate Constitute of Jammu And Kash-
mir. This Was Primarily Done So That the
Muslim Could Be Increased and No Out-
sider Could Come to J & K

The Prospects Of Peace And Salvation Of
The Kashmir Problem Can Be Brought
About By Diplomacy And Peace Agree-
ments By A Dynamic Personality Of A Cal-
ibre Like Sh. Narender Modi And His Team
With Sh. S Jayshankar , Sh Amit Shah And
Sh Rajnath Singh. With Peace Talks with
A Popular Democratic Leader In Pakistan.
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The Udhampur-Doda
Constituency where polling is
being held on 19 April in the first
phase of Lok Sabha elections has
seen the most intense campaign-
ing. The incumbent MP Dr
Jitendra Singh did not leave any
corner of the vast constituency
spread across five districts
untouched while campaigning dili-
gently despite he being a favourite.
The campaign was on develop-
mental issues, for the region needs
a lot of infrastructure, particularly
roads. Both Udhampur and Doda
are in the hinterland and hilly
areas where road connectivity is
very poor and the existing roads
are in bad shape. Interestingly,
both regions have immense scope
and potential for development and
tourism. Bhaderwah has already
come on the tourism map of India.
Reasi in Udhampur is a global
hotspot with the largest and the
richest lithium deposits discov-
ered last year. However, unless
roads are constructed all the futur-
istic projects would get delayed.
The voters are hoping for the elect-
ed MP to expedite road construc-
tion.

INDIA AND DEMOCRACY
India has become synonymous
with democracy. As the next gen-
eral elections begin on April 19, we
can take pride in being one of the
few developing countries where
elections have been held without
any break. The elections have hap-
pened despite doomsday predic-
tions by the global powers about
its irrelevance in the light of
extreme poverty, backwardness
and illiteracy at the time of
Independence from Britain.
Indians are different as the world
is realizing and acknowledging
fast. Elections in India are sacro-
sanct and the process has got
refined to the level of being fool-
proof from malpractices.
Democracy is one of the most diffi-
cult systems of governance since
every section has to be taken on
boards and aspirations of all have
to be met. Democracy doesn’t give
a free hand to the rulers to push
growth. However, despite all its
shortcomings democracy is the
surest way to make every citizen
feel empowered and a partner in
governance and the system.    

POLLING FEVER THE KASHMIR DISPUTE: ISSUES AND PROSPECTS

SHEETAL ARYA

Women in Uttarakhand are
renowned for their extraordinary re-
silience and hard work, characteris-
tics deeply rooted in their Hi-
malayan heritage. Despite grappling
with the challenges of life in this
rugged terrain, Uttarakhand’s
women have consistently been at the
forefront of social and environmen-
tal movements, epitomized by fig-
ures like Gaura Devi of the Chipko
movement and Tinchari Mai (Deepa
Nautiyal), who spearheaded the
Anti-Liquor movement. These
women have fearlessly confronted
injustice, embodying the spirit of Ut-
tarakhand. This article seeks to un-
derscore the political engagement of
women in Uttarakhand, shedding
light on their role in bolstering
democracy.

The political participation of
women in Uttarakhand can be de-
lineated into two primary spheres:
first, women assuming leadership
positions within the political domain
and second, women exercising their
electoral rights as voters.

Since the inception of the state,
the representation of women in the

legislative assembly has seen a sig-
nificant albeit gradual rise. From
four women members in the first as-
sembly, the number has increased
by 50% in the 2022 elections, mark-
ing a commendable stride. How-
ever, despite this progress, women
remain a minority in the assembly,
constituting a mere fraction of the
total members. Presently, the leg-
islative assembly boasts eight
women members, including three
Dalit women, the highest number in
Uttarakhand’s history. Notably,
Smt. Ritu Khanduri serves as the
speaker, while Smt. Rekha Arya is
the lone female minister in the cabi-
net. Despite these advancements,
the disparity in political representa-
tion persists, underscoring the chal-
lenges women face in accessing polit-
ical power.

While women’s representation in
the parliamentary arena remains
scant, with only two female MPs out
of eight, the discrepancy between
the female population (49%) and
their political representation is
stark. Despite their active participa-
tion in grassroots movements,
women’s presence in formal politics
remains disproportionately low.

Women in Uttarakhand consti-
tute the backbone of the rural econ-
omy, grappling with issues like mi-
gration, environmental degradation
and inadequate healthcare services.
However, societal norms and eco-
nomic constraints often deter their
political involvement. Moreover, po-
litical parties’ reluctance to field fe-
male candidates exacerbates this
disparity. For instance, in the up-

coming 2024 Lok Sabha elections,
the Congress has not nominated any
female candidates, while the BJP
has nominated only one, Mrs. Mala
Rajya Laxmi Shah.

Nevertheless, women voters in
Uttarakhand have emerged as a for-
midable force, outnumbering men
in recent elections. Their increasing
political awareness, fueled by issues
directly affecting their lives, coupled

with higher literacy rates and gov-
ernment initiatives like reservation
quotas, has galvanized their partici-
pation. Policies such as 30% hori-
zontal reservation in government
jobs and 50% reservation in Pan-
chayats have bolstered women’s po-
litical agency, enabling them to as-
sume leadership roles at the
grassroots level.

In the run-up to the 2024 Parlia-
mentary elections, both major par-
ties are vying for women’s support,
employing diverse strategies. Con-
gress has pledged financial assis-
tance and job reservations for
women, emphasizing women’s se-
curity and justice. Conversely, the
BJP highlights its implementation
of the Uniform Civil Code (UCC) as a
milestone for women’s rights, cou-
pled with grassroots mobilization ef-
forts.

Prime Minister Narendra Modi’s
appeal among women voters, attrib-
uted to his grassroots connect and
initiatives like the Women Reserva-
tion Bill, further consolidates BJP’s
electoral prospects. The “Modi fac-
tor” has resonated with Uttarak-
hand’s women, contributing to
BJP’s continued dominance since

2017.
To bolster women’s empower-

ment, the state government has al-
located a substantial gender budget
for 2024-25, earmarked for bridg-
ing gender disparities and promot-
ing equality. Additionally, measures
like deploying women employees to
oversee polling booths and facilitat-
ing pregnant women’s access to vot-
ing booths underscore the commit-
ment to inclusive governance.

In conclusion, Dr Ambedkar’s as-
sertion that a community’s progress
is contingent upon women’s ad-
vancement holds for Uttarakhand.
While women have historically been
instrumental in social movements,
their underrepresentation in formal
politics remains a pressing concern.
Addressing these challenges is im-
perative for ensuring women’s po-
litical representation and expediting
the state’s development. As Uttarak-
hand gears up for the upcoming
Chunav Kauthig, with women com-
prising 48.1 per cent of the elec-
torate, their increased participation
promises to be a harbinger of
democracy’s triumph in the state.

(The writer is a research scholar;
views are personal)
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